30 Major Superiors

The 30 Superior Generals of our Holy and blessed Institute

Compiled at the request of our Indian Sisters.

Dearest Sisters,

               You have asked me for the “List of various Mother Generals and of their writings.   It was easy to give a list of names, but I felt this would be useless;  and so I have added some notes on their character.  Later, with God’s help, the notes can be  enriched.  I hope this work pleases you.

   About their writings:  Except the Foundress, none of them left writings of ascetic- spiritual character or mystical;  they left only personal letters, annotations and exhortations given to the community for the renovation of the vows.

   However, before giving them to you for reading,  except for those of the Foundress, of Isabella Lampugnani and of the last 8, beginning with Mother Luigia Stanislaa Scotti, I wish to check the writings found in files under their names, with the signature the Prioress of the time apposed in the “Book of expenses”.

   I can tell you that, in all these writings meant for the Community, the following  exhortations are addressed to the Sisters:

· Punctuality in the observance of the Rules;

· Diligence in spiritual things;

· Silence;

· Obedience to Superiors;

· Poverty, prayer and charity;

· Mortification aiming at the greater praise and glory of God;

· Striving for holiness and for the eternal happiness of all men, near and far.

  Our venerable Superior Generals or Prioresses, as they were called earlier, are 30 in number, to this day.  Thirty humble and courageous women  who governed  the Institute with great faith in God, sometime in tragic circumstances.

  To understand better the faith of these women and the singular protection of Providence, we must know the  history of the country  wherein the Institute was founded, where it affirm itself and where it propagated. The very brief notes may be enriched in a second time.  I hope that they are OK for the moment, sufficient to give you a glimpse of our ‘ancestors’.

  Where not indicated,  all the work was done by me and I feel happy for your request and hope it helps to keep the Institute united and to preserve it genuine even in that great and beloved land of India

Piacenza 22 December 1987                                  Sr. Elisabetta Maria Simoni

1.  MARIA LAURA MASI  BORN Laura  (1596 – 1650)

Was born at Parma on 28th May 1596.  She was conceived in Fiandra, as Fr. Antonio  Morando S.J. specified, when her father was there at the service of the Duke Alessandro Farnese.

She joined the College of Parma on 25th March 1611.

By order of the Duchess-mother Margherita Medici Farnese, she came to Piacenza along with Isabella Lampugnani, on 24th February 1649 when the foundation of the Institute was already a reality and the new community was under the government of the Foundress, Brigida Morello of Jesus.

  She had come to Piacenza   with the proviso that, after a year, she and her companion would return to their community at Parma.  She had come because the Foundress felt the need of expert persons  to teach the young community the external apostolate.

   From the history of the life of the Foundress there appears some divergences about the type of religious community she, the Masi, envisaged and what the Foundress intended.

  She died within the year of her stay at Piacenza.  No writings of hers are available.

2. ISABELLA LAMPUGNANI,  born Isabella

   Born at Parma on 9th July 1614.  She joined the College of Parma (Ursulines) on 18th May 1633

.By order of the Duchess-mother, Margherita Medici Farnese, she came to Piacenza with Laura Masi, on 24th February 1649 (see what is said about Laura Masi).

  At the death of Mother Masi, she did not go back to Parma.  She admired the Foundress,  was a devoted daughter to her and persuaded her niece, Bianca Maria, to join the Ursulines of Piacenza.

  She became the private secretary of the Foundress.  We owe to her the impressive numbers of manuscripts regarding the mystical life of the Foundresss and of the first community (Book of consultations;  of the Boarders;  of expenses; of the benefactors, of the elections of Prioresses, of Acceptance, Professions and Deaths.

   Numerous letters to the Ducal House and to the Fathers of the Society of Jesus are available, the majority preserved in the State Archives of Parma, some are in the Archives of the Institute at Piacenza.  Famous are:

· Letter written probably to her own sister, who was an Ursuline at Parma. This was published in the “Positio”, Doc. XXI page 286 etc.

· Other letters were written to the Duke on the occasion of the sickness and death of the Foundress, also publishes in the “Positio” Doc. XIII p. 134 and doc. XVIII p 286

   In the file titled “Letters”, Exhortations of the Rev. Mother Prioresses 1649 – 1908” there is a sheet of a personal character:  seems like an accusation, perhaps to “accuse herself” in the refectory, as was the custom (culpa)

3.  Agata Morello, born Agata  (1609 – 1690)

   Born at Rapallo on 27th January 1609

   Married on 16th October 1631 to a nobleman Virgilio Pisani of Parma, residing at Salsomaggiore  as Ducal Commissioner.

   Widowed and without children – her first child having died in infancy -, after the death of her husband and of her father Nicolò, she joined her sister Brigida into the House of St. Ursula.  Along with Brigida and Isabella who had joined in 1653, she was part of a “blessed ternary” (term used by Lampugnani, see doc. XXI, page 298 of the Positio) chosen by the Lord to establish this House of St. Ursula.

   Besides notes written on the books of the house, she left letters written to the ducal Court.

   In the file cited above is also found a manuscript sheet  which says: “Some defects to be corrected during this Renovation of vows, as wished by holy obedience.

4. Brigida Morello of Jesus,  born Brigida, Foundress. (1610 – 1679)

  Born at San Michele of Pagana (Rapallo) on 17th June 1610, by a special inspiration of God she married Matteo Zancari on 16th October 1633.  He hailed from Cremona but lived at Salsomaggiore  which was part of the Duchy of the Farnese family for the last 150 years.

   Widowed in 1637 and without children, she made a vow of perpetual chastity and, while waiting to consecrate herself to God in a convent, she dedicated herself to works of mercy, to meditation, prayer and penance in an intense way.

   At Salsomaggiore she was the “Prioress of Christian Doctrine”;  At Piacenza she was assiduous in assisting the old and the sick in hospitals, gave herself to house work, to help prisoners, always zealous for the peace in families, for the conversion of sinners and heretics, for the holiness of priests, for evangelisation, for the unity and prosperity of the Church.  She enjoyed signal mystical gifts for which her first biographer compared her to the great Mystics and, recently, to St. Veronica Giuliani.

   She founded the House of St. Ursula on 17th February 1649.  This House had been  erected by the wish of the Duchess Margherita de Medici Farnese , but entrusted  completely to Brigida.  It was founded in strict poverty with the help of lay people, members of Confraternities guided by the Jesuits  who were in charge of  the Church of St. Peter.

   Ready for any fatigue for the formation of her Nuns and of the young boarders.  for the material maintenance of the House,  she shunned the title of superior, until she was forced to accept it, by the  will of the Sisters, and the authority of the Duchess, on 2nd March 1665.

  She was elected and re-elected  to this task till a few months before she could unite herself to God  - so ardently sought on earth.  She died a holy death:  her sweet smile is still impressed on the wax mask executed after death and still preserved.  Her last words were:  “Dear daughters, dear daughters!”.

  She was sick for 24 years.  From her sick bed she dictated  her blessed and Holy Rules;  she also wrote and dictated exhortations - all  treasured words of foresight and of formation on which the Institute is solidly organised, surviving for three and a half centuries  and oriented towards the future.

  She reduced the period of governance of the Superior or Prioress, from 5 to 3 years, for a greater agility  and spirit of service, allowing the possibility or successive re-elections.  This disposition proved providential during difficult times of wars and of radical political changes.

  She left numerous writings, partly autographical,  partly dictated  to the very faithful Isabella Lampugnani.  All the dictated writings carry the signature which authenticates them-

  The XVI Doc. of the “Positio” at  page 156 etc. carries the complete list of Mother Brigida’s  writings.  Here I give only the list of the autographed manuscripts with some  clarifications as found in the Archives.

                Autographed writings of the Venerable Foundress,

                                Madre Brigida of Jesus Morello

1. Spiritual Diary:  1642 –1648   Transcribed in current language:  Photo copies of the original and transcripts.

2. Letters:               1650 –1657   Transcribed  with some amendments  by Sr. Flavia Fermi in “Brigida of Jesus and the Farneses during the first decades of the Ursulines”, 

3. Autographed paper in which Brigida gives  an account of herself to Father Morando:  1654.  Transcription and photocopy in Archives

4. Narration on how the House of St. Ursula was founded:  Piacenza 1655  Photocopies of the original.

5. Account of her conscience to Father Emilio Corbano:  1655  Transcription and photocopy of the original.

6. A third account of her conscience to the spiritual Father:  1664 – 1666, dictated to Isabella Lampugnani  and signed by Mother Brigida  Photocopies of the original

a) Entirely dictated but reported here for its capital importance, for the organisation and spiritual promotion of the House is the “BOOK OF ORDERS”:  1659 – 1679.  On the front page are collected  “Very important advices” and the principal Exhortations.  Transcription and photocopies.

b) Entirely dictated but reported for the importance of knowing How Brigida governed is: “THE BOOK OF CONSULTATIONS”  1659 –1679.   Minutes of  meetings of the general Council)  Photocopy of the original

c) Entirely dictated , but reported her for its  importance in understanding the spirituality of the Foundress is: “OF THE INTELLECTUAL AND SUPERNATURAL PRESENCE WITHIN OURSELVES”,  photocopy of the original.

d) Entirely dictated  but reported for their importance  for the testimony they give of human and supernatural values, are 18 letters to Maria Cristina Malspina Bonaventura 1663 – 1679.  Photocopy of the original and manual transcription in current language

5,  Maria Maddalena Anguissola, born Ippolita  (1633 – 1710)

   Born at Piacenza  in 1633, Joined the House of St. Ursula on 8th September 1651.

She was elected on 28th May 1689

   She began the re.structuring of the buildings bought by the Foundress and which constitute the present quadrilateral edifice.  She began from the foundation and the west wing.   The works began in 1691 and were completed in 1694.  The works of demolition and of masonry were executed by Mastro Gregorio Sartori at the cost of L. 30,575, 0  (old currency of Piacenza.)

   In the quoted file there are certain sheets, one of which is clearly a  draft.  They contain exhortations to the community.  The style is simple, persuasive, touching and even vivacious.

6.  Maria Ignazia Chiapponi,  born Fulvia (1655 – 1744)

Born at Piacenza in 1655,

joined the House of St. Ursula in the month of August of 1693,

elected the first time on 9th April 1692

   She is the Prioress who was elected more times than others, in times of turbulent political and historical changes.  Formed from her childhood at the school of the Foundress, with her long life (89 years and 7 months), always mistress of herself, observant of the Rules, she transmitted  the lively examples of the Foundress and of the first Sisters to the middle of the XVIII century.

   During her first triennium –1694, the works of re-structuring the west wing of the House were completed.  Works that were initiated  in 1691 by the Prioress  Maria Maddalena Anguissola.  During her third triennium 1698 –1701, she completed the work for the Southern wing of the House, from the foundations.  This comprised the first nucleus of the College, namely the Crollalancia House, which corresponds to the present part of Via Roma.

     On that occasion a hall was built on the ground floor and, above it a larger hall for the school, with a stone fireplace.  At the same times two balconies  with 14 columns each were constructed.  The work was again done by Mastro Gregorio Sartori who inscribed on the floor of the balcony the date of completion of the work.  1698

  During her forth triennium, 1704 – 1707, when the equilibrium among the international powers was shaky  and Italy had been invaded by the Imperials, at the entrance of Via Roma, the ‘Coat of arms’  of the Duke Farnese,   was apposed over the main door (1705).  In 1706  the Sisters received confirmation of their permission to re-structure the Eastern and Northern wing of the House, already obtained in 1696.  However, the works was done only after a century.

   In the file already cited, which belongs to this Superior, there are a number of small copybooks (5 sheets each) containing exhortations, indications evidently used in meeting of the community, for triduums of renovation and/or  for Retreats.  They show that Mother Chiapponi possessed  uncommon  qualities and was an extraordinary religious.

7. Maria Diana Caterina Linati  born Giulia  (1655 – 1731)

Born at Piacenza in 1655, she joined the House of St. Ursula in 1673,

Was elected the first time on 30th March 1701.

  Elected the first time in 1701, she governed the House alternatively with Mother Chiapponi, but in union with her for the spiritual progress of the House.

  She too was a good religious, outstanding for humility and magnanimity.  She was generous in trials for  uncommon trial, like an early blindness and for her last illness  -hepatic cirrhosis.

During her second triennium she had the whole house whitewashed.

   In the year 1718, the Prioress and the community were saddened by the death of Margherita e Isabella Farnese, sisters of the reigning duke Francesco, daughters of the Duke Ranuccio II.

  In the file cited are found some quinternets (5 sheets booklets) with practical and ascetic indications according to the spirit of the Foundress.

 8.  Maria Metilde Leoni   born Ottavia  (1640 – 1718)

   Born at Piacenza in 1640

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1662

Was elected on 7th March 1710

  She is the last Prioress who had joined the House while the Foundress was still alive and had been formed, from her youth by her teachings and examples as well as by those of the first Ursulines.

   She governed for three years alternating with the Chiapponi and Linati, solicitous for the spiritual welfare of the community.

   During her government, the Father General of the Jesuits, Father Michelangelo Tamburini, on 29th December 1710, re-confirmed  the “Participation in the spiritual  goods of the Society of Jesus to the Ursulines of Piacenza, reaffirming this spiritual affiliation for ever.  This affiliation was given to the Foundress and reconfirmed, the first time, under the last government of Isabella Lampugnan, on 17th November  1685.

  In her file are found few sheets which, however, reveal a certain tension (?) and much commitment in serving the community according to the directives of the Foundress.

9.  Marianna Pàveri Fontana   born Lucrezia  (1673 – 1751)

   Born at Piacenza  in 1673

Joined the House of St. Ursula  in 1695

Elected the first time  on 18th March 1722

  She is the first Prioress elected among those Sisters belonging to the generation after the death of the Foundress.

Her first triennium was in alternative with Mother Chiapponi.

   The triennia of her government are contemporary with great historical and political events which involved  the city of Piacenza too, namely the wars of succession and the controversy between the Empire and the Vatican State for  the possession of the Duchies of the Farnese Family.

   Mother Fontana governed keeping a just distance between the two authorities, being concerned only for the spiritual good of the Community.  She confirmed the dependence of the Institute on the lay authority, but remaining free to observe her own autonomous Rules, inspired and directed by the Jesuits.

Therefore, she requested and obtained  the affiliation to the spiritual goods of the Jesuits, when Fr. Tamburini was the General  and then his successor, Fr. Retz.  She solicited the governing parties – alternating at Piacenza,  - the protection  so as to be free frm abuses and oppressive acts.

  In a letter written on 4th June 1736 to His Excellency Count Heunhiller, General of the  Austrian Army in Italy, Mother Fontana used this expression:   “The College of the Ursuline Sisters of Piacenza, formed by the first and primary nobility of this country”.

This expression was perhaps the origin of the fable which is registered also in the “Historical Positio Servae Dei, Mater Birgittae a Jesu”:  namely, that to be admitted to the House of St. Ursula as a choir Sister or as a Boarder, one had to be blue blooded.  There is no such disposition or practice  reported at the beginning of the House.  Nothing is found in any documents or Rules and the facts confirm this. 

10.  Ignazia Francesca Marazzani,   maiden name Giovanna

   Born at Piacenza in 1685

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1702

Elected the first time on 18th March 1740  - died while in office in 1750

   She worked in alternative with Mother Dorotea Sofia Landi who followed the latter in the government (1746 – 1749).  Mother Landi died 10 months after the Marazzani, in the same year 1750.

   Both governed during a difficult period of the 7 years war which confirmed the Austrian domination in Italy.  Their government was prudent, alert and based on their trust in God.

   Marazzani was re-elected in 1743 and she hastened to renew the participation in the spiritual goods of the Jesuits, granted by the  Jesuit General through Father Giovanni Scotti who was from Piacenza and was Assistant General to the General.  The next year she accompanied to her last abode the worthy Mother Maria Ignazia Chiapponi, who had died   89 and 7 months old. 

In that year, 1744,  Piacenza became for a year part of the Sardinian Kingdom -  Carlo Emanuele its King.  The next year Piacenza was under Spanish domination and, successively under Austria.

   Mother Marazzani leaves a report of what happened in 1746.

11. Dorotea Sofia Landi,  maiden name Isabella  (1684 – 1750)

   Born at Piacenza in 1684

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1708

Elected on 18th March 1746

   During her triennium, Piacenza was occupied by the Austrians.  From the Book of Consultations we come to know that between June and July of 1746, the Austrians had bombed Piacenza and 26 Nuns and 2 boarders of the Convent of Our Lady of peace found refuge in our House; also 1 sister of the convent of Our Lady of snow and 1 – Sr. Benedetta from the convent of San Siro.  ALL were saved:   “because even though we did not know how to accommodate them, we  gave them the hall and they were going to the Church of St, Martino for their devotions”.  All these persons stayed with us for a period from 17 days to 2 months.

   (A century later, in 1860, when the Prioress was Luigia Stanislaa Scotti del Mezzano, the whole community of the Benedictines of St. Raimondo who had been expelled from their monastery by the military authorities, were given shelter..  They occupied the wing facing St. Peter’s Church,  and some rooms towards Via Angelo Genocchi).

   The Government of Mother Landi was gladdened  by the recognition of a miracle  obtained through the intercession of St. Aloysius, for our Sister Marianna Luigia Casati, and  by the 1st centenary anniversary of the foundation of our Institute.

   In the quoted file, there is only one sheet which contains a practical, balanced and deep exhortation to holiness.

12. Maria Maddalena Anguissola,  maiden name Costanza (1691 – 1762)

   Born at Piacenza in 1691

   Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1712

   Elected Prioress, the first time on 9th March 1750  - died while in office in 1762

   She governed the House for 10 years, of which 6 consecutive and died in office when her third triennium was ending, on 3rd February 1762

   What she was telling her confessor during her last illness reveals the maturity of her spiritual stature:  “Father, I would not like, for anything in the world, come down  from my cross and go back, because I am eager to die resembling my Crucified Jesus and to be united with Him forever”.

   During her governance, in 1759 the first “LIFE” of the Venerable Foundress was published.  It was written by Fr. Arcangelo Arcangeli S.J..  Printed at Rome by the ‘Stamperia de’ Rossi.’  It was dedicated to Her Royal Majesty Elisabetta dei Farnese.

Under her an iron railing was built in the arcade of the Church of St. Peter to facilitate the access of the Sisters.  The cost was met by the Institute..

   In the quoted file are found some sheets with exhortations essential and discreet, “as my duty” she noted.

13. Marianna Ippolita Vimercati Sanseverino,  maiden name Marianna

  born at Crema  in 1712

  joined the House of St. Ursula in 1726

  elected on 19th March 1756

     She governed in alternative with Mother Maria Maddalena Anguissola in a period of relatively political peace,  intent to the good  running of the Institute andof the Community.

   Her first solicitude was to renew the affiliation with the Jesuits, which she obtained in 1758 from the then Father General Lorenzo Ricci.

  The sheets found in the quoted file, clearly show that she cared for the maintenance of the good spirit and the good name of the community.

14. Marianna Teresa Anguissola,  maiden name Lucia (1707 – 1769)

   Born at Piacenza in 1707

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1729

Elected on 15th February 1762

   She served the community for a single triennium while the Duke was Don Filippo Borbone, son of Elisabetta Farnese, assisted by the Prime Minister Du Tillot, a French man, to whom is due the “decree on manimorte” which was of interest to us too. (?)

   In the file is found only one sheet – double – which  reveals the style of the religious and her solicitude for the spiritual good of the community;  she recommends a just balance between poverty and “Sparagno” (saving), between poverty and humility.

15. Ignazia Teresa Arcelli  maiden name Teresa  (1723 – 1792)

  Born at Piacenza in 1723

  Joined the House of St Ursula in 1741

 Elected on 23rd March 1765

   She served the community for only a triennium, not because she was not gifted with the qualities needed by a superior, but because considerations of human prudence suggested another election at the expiry of the mandate of three years.

   About a month before the expiry of her mandate, the young prince Ferdinand, still a minor, under the pressure of the Prime Minister Du Tillot, decreed to expel the Jesuits from Piacenza and from all his other States.  

Sister Isabella Saveria Scotti, a relation of Duke Ferdinando Scotti a friend of the Duke, obtained from the Duke that the Sisters could still go to the Church of St Peter, in spite of the expulsion of the Jesuits.  However, at the same time they were assigned as  extraordinary confessor or rather as   controller, a diocesan Priest, Father   Silva.

   The memoirs and a few sheets reveal the fine qualities of the religious.

16. Isabella Saveria Scotti di Mezzano  maiden name Isabella (1719 – 1775)

   Born at Piacenza in 17119

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1737

Elected the first time on 18th March 1768

  Elected for reasons of human prudence, her nomination was pleasing to the Duke and to his Prime Minister who was still very powerful.

   Her government was cautious, prudent and directed to save the freedom of the community, its autonomy, rights and the good running of the House.  This caused a sad contrast with the Church authority, specifically with the Parish Priest of San Martino, Fr. Stefano Melloni, under whose jurisdiction the convent was.  The motive had something to do with the funeral rites of the Ursuline Sisters.  Some friction was also found with the Bishop,  Alessandro Pisani for undeserved  interference in the spiritual order of the community.  The divergence with the Bishop was resolved in March 1773.  A good  accord was reached  with satisfaction on both sides.  The contrast with the Parish Priest continued.

   On 22nd July 1773, Pope Clement XIV signed the Brief for the suppression of the Society of Jesus.  Our Sisters, foreseeing even more difficult times, and according to the freedom accorded by the Constitutions,  wanted to elect for a third triennium Mother Isabella Saveria Scotti.  But Father Silva, delegated to the Chapter by the Bishop,  opposed it decisively.  The Sisters, on the strength of their rights, wanted to have recourse to the Superior Authority, but Mother Scotti oppose the step for love of peace and willingly submitted her resignation.

   Even during this period, the Ursulines of Piacenza enjoyed the assistance of the  Jesuits officially dispersed, yet still gathered at Bologna, directly or indirectly as reported in the manuscripts of Fathers Michele Melchiorre and Ignazio Porro, dated 1770..

   In the quoted file is a small sheet:  a thanksgiving note for the admission to the vows and a sheet after the re-election.

17.  Maria Luigia Arcelli   maiden name Elena  (1701 – 1780)

   born at Piacenza in 1701

joined the House of St. Ursula in 1720

elected the first time on 28th March 1774

   She was Sub-Prioress when, at the spontaneous refusal of Mother Isabella Saveria Scotti, she was elected  Prioress by the Sisters.

   She was a woman of prayer and mortification, so generous with those in need  that no one had ever been refused help.

She was specially solicitous of the  neo-converts to the Catholic Church and who were in need because she did not want these new brethren  to find coldness in the servants of God.

   She governed during a relatively quiet period of history.

   In the quoted file there is a sheet and a quinternet in fine style, delicate and firm inviting people to attain the true perfection of one’s state of life.

18.  Francesca Luigia Silva  maiden name Francesca

  Born at Lodi in 1730

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1746

Elected the first time on 26th March 1780

   She governed for three triennia consecutive in times only apparently tranquil, all intent  at  preserving our spirituality and to favour the spiritual  progress of the community.

   Faithfulness and generosity were stimulated by an intense correspondence with the Jesuit of White Russia and with those of Latin America.  They were exiled and our Sisters helped them.  They also helped other Prelates who were persecuted by the civil authority, like the Bishop of Gorizia, Mgr. Rodolfo Giuseppe d’Edling.  In 1782, then, Piacenza and the Ursulines were happy to have as new Bishop, the Benedictine Father Gregorio Cerati.  All correspondence is preserved. 

   Having received the licence, the Prioress Silva, had the North wing re-structured, as seen by the marks put on the external door of the atrium of the refectory.  The work began in 1780 and was completed in 1781.

   In the quoted file, we find 5 folded sheets with the same title:  “Some defects found of which correction  is desired during this renovation of the vows”  There is also an exhortation to a professed Sister who joins the community and a precious sheet on “Fraternal charity, all impregnated with the spirit of the Foundress and ours”

19. Marianna Giuseppa Anguissola,  maiden name Ippolita  (1748 – 1819)

   Born at Piacenza in 1748,

   joined the House of St. Ursula in 1766

   elected prioress the first time on 18th March 1789

    This Sister had to face the impact of the French army during their successive campaigns  of Italy. Between 1792 and 1793, hundreds of people of all casts needed help.

   Piacenza and the surrounding areas were scenes of bloody battles between the French  and the Austro-Russian armies.  Atrocities and revenge were the happenings of the days.

   Mother Anguissola governed with prudence and  caution and, faithful to the spirit of the Foundress, was generous towards the needy.

   In the meantime, in 1793, Duke Ferdinand  had called back the Jesuits to his own states.  The Ursulines had always kept in touch with the Jesuits of the White Russia through Father Gaetano Angiolini.  Around February 1794,  they received the solicited spiritual affiliation, signed by the Assistant General , Fr. Gabriele Lenkiewicz, dated  Polok on 25th December 1793.

   Along with the Jesuits of White Russia Fr. Azavedo and Fr. Toledo, came to Piacenza from Mexico.  The latter left us an image of Our Lady of Guadalupe and other precious relics.  This picture if at present in the community room of the Mother-house, at Piacenza

Perhaps, it was under this Prioress that the need  to open an external school was thought of.  (conceived)

  In the quoted file are found two folded sheets, a large one and a small one, on which are written reminders and delicate observations.  A fragment.

20. Luigia Teresa Martinengo Cesaresco, maiden name Eugenia  (1741 – 1816

  Born at Brescia  in 1741

  Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1757

  Elected the first time on 18th March 1801.  Died while still in office in 1816

  Her government, which lasted  15 years, saw the climb, the apotheosis and the fall of Napoleon, with the historical and political changes caused by him, not only in Europe but also in the small Dukedoms of the plains of the river  Po.  It also saw the much awaited restoration of the Society of Jesus.

  The death of Duke Ferdinand Borbone, in 1802, expedited the project of Napoleon to incorporate  the small Dukedoms to the Cisalpine Republic, then to the Italian Republic and finally to the Italian Kingdom of which he proclaimed himself King in 1805  and  governed  it through a Viceroy, his step son Eugenio of Beaufranais.

  On 26th May 1805, Napoleon was crowned  King of Italy at Milan.  On 21st June a Decree was issued for the suppression of the Convents and the appropriation of their properties.  On June 27th, along with Giuseppina Beautrarnais, he entered Piacenza, acclaimed by the people.

  Of the existing convents of women  in Piacenza, only those of the Theresians and of the Clarists  were left free..

  However, by a decree of the Governor of the Taro District, in the following year, 1811, the Ursulines too were allowed to return, but their properties, previously appropriated, were never given back.

The Sisters were receiving from the Govt. an annual pension of 500 franks, 600 for those above 60 years of age.

  Because of need, many precious souvenirs, gifts of the  Princes, sons of Margherita Farnese were sold.  The gifts had been given specifically in honour of the Child Jesus of the Foundress.

   In spite of these financial difficulties, by the request and approval of the Bishop Stefano Fallot de Beaumant,  Luigia Teresa Martinengo Cesareco, on May 23rd 1808,   opened  the “External School for the young girls of the city”.  So, our presence in the education field was greatly  incremented.  The Jesuits, expelled from Piacenza by a decree of Napoleon dated 1806,  had returned to Piacenza.  The Society of Jesus was officially re.established in July 1814.

  In 1816, Piacenza along with other States belonging to the Farnese, and later to the Borboni, became a dominion of Maria Luigia Archduchess of Austria, wife of Napoleon Bonaparte.  When Maria Luigia came to Piacenza, in May 1816, the Prioress Martinengo had already gone to her eternal reward.

  In the file there is only a sheet of some value.   

21.  Ignazia Francesca Ducco   maiden name Francesca  (1769 – 1833)

Born at Brescia in 1769

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1786

Elected the first time on 15th February 1816.  Died while in office in 1833.

She governed for 17 years, 3 months and 20 days, so say the memoirs, in difficult and critical times.  She succeeded in facing the various events with great courage and with success “without deviating from the essential and from the Rules of the Institute”

This statement makes us believe that the “Summary of the Constitutions”, printed in 1848, while Mother Stanislaa Scotti was the Prioress, should be referred to her.

That “Summary”  emphasises the type of Charism we have inherited:  one of “sequela Christi”, of prayer and of evangelisation of youth.

She was the one to receive the new sovereign, Maria Luisa of Austria, and to accept from her, in 1818, a “donation” for the external school.  This donation, later, gave origin to a lot of serious misunderstandings and of legal procedures for the Institute.  This “donation” was chosen by the Sovereign herself as a legal means of giving back to the Convent the goods requisitioned by her husband Napoleon.  It was a poor return!!

Her Government saw the  first  revolutionary “risings” for the independence of Parma and Piacenza.   In 1831 the Duchess  found refuge in our city, while the Police was searching the houses of the more important people.

Mother Ducco died in June 1833   The memory of the Sister is blessed specially for having initiated  the public devotion to St. Joseph among us, “because St. Joseph had 

always been a great patron of our Community and still is”.  A Benediction service in His honour was to be held on the 19th of every month.  For this purpose, along with her Sister Elena Luigia, a religious, she left a legacy.

Probably, the image of St. Joseph, was placed over the main door of the School Hall at this time.

In the quoted file there is a list of personal intentions and a sheet for the lay Sisters.

22.  Teresa Antonia Casati   maiden name  Antonietta (1794 – 1844)

Born at Piacenza in 1794

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1813

Was elected the first time on 19th March 1833,  Died while in office in 1844.

Her government saw the worsening of the “Political Police”, the death of Bishop Ludovico Loschi on 14th June 1836, and the scourge of a cholera epidemic, which began the next day of the death of the Bishop.

During the many months the epidemic lasted, the Ursulines  helped with money, things and linen for the sick, which were handed over to the civil authority and they also gave assistance in any way possible.  It was a blessing that only one Sisters succumbed to the disease.

Another important event, during her mandate, was the official restoration of the Society of Jesus, in 1836;  However,  times were not tranquil.

Mother Casati procured the Relics of St. Soteride, with the original marble slab, from the cemetery of St. Callistus in Rome.  The Relics were exposed to the veneration in the Chapel of the Institute.

The same Mother contributed to the construction of a chapel in St. Peter’s Church for the same Relics.

She was the first Prioress  to publish the documents of the Foundress (1838), was very attentive and active for the ‘spiritual’,  was prudent, could judge people justly,  she was a woman of many talents and of many virtues.   She had to suffer greatly, physically and morally.

In the quoted file, besides a sheet folded in 4 parts which contains the text of an address to the community, there are also some  precious suggestions of Mother Gazzola to the novices (1854), which were used up to few years ago.  There is also a copy  of a report of a miracle of St. Ignatius.

23.  Luigia Stanislaa Scotti del Mezzano    maiden name Teresa  (1810 – 1900)

Born at Piacenza in 1810

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1829

Was elected the first time on 18th August 1844 – she nominated a Vicar in 1897 and resigned the next year 1898.

The long government of this extraordinary figure of an Ursuline and a Superior (1844 – 1898)  witnessed political, economic and social changes of historical importance.  The change of currency and of taxes imposed by the new Italian Government involved also the Duchies and  the city of Piacenza, besides the Territorial States of the Church.

The consequence of these events, sad to say,  touched even  our House of St. Ursula.  However, nothing changed in our commitment to the sequela Christi and in our apostolate among the youth;  it was actually incremented giving impulse to new initiatives:  

· The Marian Congregation in 1850, which had the double scope of personal sanctification and of social involvement;

· The support given to Abbot Olivieri for the ransom of African slave girls, who were given hospitality in our boarding and educated;

· The Holy Childhood ;  and, finally

· The foundation of our first branch – 1880 – at Borgo San Donnino, Fidenza today, with the double school: internal with boarding and external – gratuitous.

The Jesuits, recalled to the College of St. Peter in 1836 and expelled again in 1848, were called back for ever in 1861, after the unification of Italy, but were given a different abode and less activities.

We too were expelled from our House in 1866 with the danger of dispersion, but we returned the next year due to the intelligent, wise and fine manoeuvring of the Prioress, but, above all, to the special protection of St. Joseph, to whom, from that time we profess a perpetual devotion, for a vote made by our old Sisters.

The cholera epidemic and starvation were again rampart in the city.  During the wars for the independence, the Sisters helped people with money, things etc. They kept the door open  and pots of hot soup for the convalescent and the hungry.

In 1838 to the West wing of the ‘Casone’ an extra floor was added to be used by the boarders, 34 of them.  Later other  works were done, internally in the Chapel of the Daughters of Mary and, externally for the Eastern wing of the House.

Rapports with the Bishops of Piacenza and the Parish Priest of St. Martin had always been good, barring  a short episode of disagreement with the PP.  The rapports with the Bishop were intensified during the  tenure of Mother Scotti.  Bishop Scalabrini used to visit Mother Scotti often and get helpfor his foundations.  He also took to heart the ‘cause’ of our Foundress’s canonisation and personally took to Rome  the “Life” of Mother Brigida.

In the meantime, the Prioress Scotti, solicited and helped by the Jesuits, had made a new edition of the Documents of the Foundress and had printed again the Rules, in 1892.

For greater information we suggest reading the “Historical memoirs of the life and virtues of Mother Luisa Stanislaa Scotti”,  written by Father L. Casoli S.J.

In the quoted file a folder that bears her name are found some interesting sheets, definitely her own and copies by a different hand.  In a separate cover are various reports of the community and letters to an from the House of Borgo San Donnino.

24. Maria Angiola Confalonieri,  maiden name Livia (1831 – 1908)

Born at Piacenza in 1831

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1855

Was elected Prioress the first time in 1898, died while in office in 1908

She was a  Vicar with full rights from 12th December 1897, and succeeded Prioress Scotti with a regular election in September 1898,  She was elected again and was in office till her sudden death, which occurred in 1908.  A little while before she became unconscious.  At 4 am, she had asked the Sister Nurse to give her some “blessed water of Lourdes”, had drank it   with gratitude and then, she had prepared to ‘sleep’.  She died at 11 am.

Hers was a transition government, in the judgement of some, but it revealed itself an important one for the seeds sown which fructified later.  She was a faithful witness of the Gospel and of our charism.

The civil and political  community was celebrating anniversaries, dates and personages of the grave historical period recently concluded.  It was agitated by class struggles, by conflicts among parties and  trade unions which culminated in the assassination of King Umberto I of Savoia, who had been named “Good King” by the people.

The Church, saddened at the death of Pope Leo XIII, was happy with the election of Giuseppe Sarto, Patriarch of Venice, who took the name of Pius X, later canonised..  The Church of Piacenza was tranquil and fruitful  after the disorder caused by a Sicilian Priest,  Miraglia, in 1895 and following.  Venerable Bishop Scalabrini died in 1905 and was succeeded by Giovanni Maria Pelizzari.

In this civil and ecclesial contest, Mother Confalonieri, solicited by the young prelate Giacomo Radini Tedeschi, future Bishop of Bergamo  and brother of the Ursuline Maria Felice Francesca, with the approval of Bishop Scalabrini, in 1904 had opened our House to the “Work of the Tabernacles” for  poor Churches – still present and very active. (Church linen and vestments are prepared by voluntary ladies).

Mother Confalonieir had a sad contrast with the new Bishop -  however soon resolved in favour of the community – for her refusal to adhere to the “Roman Union, proposed and promoted among the various Communities of Ursulines  by Pope Pius X.

She celebrated the Silver Jubilee of the House of San Donnino, where she had been superior and prepared the foundation of the House of  Rapallo, in the 3rd centenary of the birth of the Foundress.

During her government Mother Maria Luigia Vaciago, directress of the Boarders and of the Marian Congregation, published a ‘manual’  of formation for the boarders titled “My Treasure”, and a small manual for the Daughters of Mary Immaculate (Marian Congregation) (1900) in which is evident the social commitment.

Mother Maria Luigia Vaciago has written a ‘Life’ of Mother Confalonieir which is worth reading.

In the quoted file are many sheets carrying exhortations for the various occasions of the year, one of Mother Scotti on the Heart of Jesus.   One notices the high esteem enjoyed by the departed superior.  In another cover are letters to Borgo San Donnino.

With the file of Mother Confalonieiri, there are no more  writings of the Prioresses.

25 Maria Felice Francesca Radini Tedeschi, maiden name Felice (1862 – 1049)

Born at Piacenza in 1862

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1881

Was elected Prioress on 19th November 1908

She was elected in 1908 at the death of Mother Confalonieri.  Hers was an historical government, equal in substance to some of the preceding Prioresses, specially of Mother Scotti.

These notes are actually insufficient to the stature and the culmination of events. Therefore, more than advising, we exhort  the Sisters to read the biography of Mother Radini written by Mother Maria Imelda Bianchedi, edited in 1962.

During the government of Mother Radini – between 1908 and 1937, the civil and political communities were signed by deep agitations and radical changes, by bloody wars.  The ecclesial community too was tried by bereavements , but always illumined by the wisdom of its pastors.  Pius X had died in 1914, Benedict XV had succeeded him, The Pope of peace  because under his pontificate and the incessant good offices of the Holy See, the 1st world war was concluded  (1914 – 1918)

Pius XI had to face the two dictatorships – Nazy an Fascist, but could achieve a religious peace in Italy with the Concordat – 11th Feb. 1929, denounced and revised in 1985.

In the diocese of Piacenza, when Bishop Pellizzari had died in 1920, Bishop Menzani had been elected, of whom can be said “He was a friend of his people and of the Ursulines”.  He continued to govern the diocese, even after his illness, with the help of Bishop Umberto Malchiodi, up to 1962. 

To its completeness, Italy lacked the North-East part, fertile and beautiful lands.  It was agitated  by grave social problems, while the catholic world was committing itself to social action, siding with the workers for a just order.

In this climate, Mother Radini took to conclusion and completed the initiatives of the Previous Superior Generals.

In 1927/29, taking up the work initiated by Mother Scotti, with the efficacious help of Mother Imelda Bianchedi, she succeeded to  initiate and celebrate the “Diocesan Process” for the beatification and canonisation of the Foundress, Mother Brigida of Jesus.

Taking up the revision done by Mother Scotti and taught by the experience of Mother Confalonieri, always helped by eminent religious like Mother Imelda Bianchedi and others, particularly her secretary, Mother M, Luisa Foroni, she proceeded to revise and update the Rules of the Foundress and obtained the approbation for the same from the Holy See, on 16th June 1936.  The Institute had  thus become a Congregation of Pontifical Rights and its title was:  “Ursulines of Mary Immaculate of Piacenza”, a juridical body.

In 1910, 3rd anniversary of the birth of the Foundress, the second branch of the Institute was opened at Rapallo, the birth place of the Brigida of Jesus..  In 1930, the House for Retreats and Spiritual Exercises was opened at Rezzanello and the House of Rome for the education of the young.

In the meantime, through the intelligent and indefatigable work of the respective Directresses:  Mother M. Concetta Ghezzi and M. Stanislaa Teggia Droghi at Piacenza;  Mother Giuseppa Luisa Sozzi at Fidenza;  Mother Maria Pia Pasino at Rapallo and again Mother Concetta Ghezzi at Rome, the elementary schools in the various houses, obtained the authorisation and the Middle, inferior and Superior Schools received the legal recognition.

At the Mother House at Piacenza, the Marian Congregation, under the direction of Mother Giuseppa Brigida Odorici and of the Jesuits, helped the young people of Piacenza  to get involved in the social action of teaching catechism and other needed subjects like:  reading, writing, accounting, history and geography, to the working women of the city. 

It also helped to organise the Women Section of the “Catholic Action”;

Gave support to the St. Vincent de Paul Society;

With her decisive support, the Apostleship of Payer was constituted at Piacenza too.

Besides, while Fr. Giuseppe  Morine was Parish Priest of St. Peter, the Sisters were involved in the activities of the Parish and in teaching catechism.

The Jesuits, after several transfers, had been given the old convent of St. Francis of Paola and the Church attached to it, now dedicated to the  Sacred Heat.  They were fraternally helped by the Sisters, beholden to them for the many spiritual benefits  received and because the Foundress had expressly directed her Sisters  to do so. In this action, we mention Mother Francesca Saveria Colombo, sister of Fr. Colombo S.J. who supported the “Apostolini” of the Jesuits.  (Young people who experimented with the life of the Jesuits from very early age)

During the 1st world war, Mother Radini was saved from the confiscation of the Houses of Piacenza and Rapallo,  by giving part of the house of Piacenza for hospital use, and to shelter refugees children at Rapallo.  The house at Fidenza was fully requisitioned  for a Military Hospital;  the Sisters retired to the house of the keeper and held the school there.

In 1928, Mother Radini concluded the long question of the “Donation” of Maria Luigia of Austria for a school for poor girls of the city, to be run by the Ursuline Sisters of Piacenza” (see Mother Ignazia Francesca Ducco).  It was a question that came close to the illegal confiscation of the patrimonial goods of the Institute, by the Freemason Government, which would have caused the end of our work for the youth.  This danger was foiled by the prudence of Mother Radini supported by the prayers of the Holy Father Pius X, which Mother Radini had solicited.

Under her Priorship, the Church of St. Martino in Foro was purchased;  as a parish it had been suppressed in 1895.  After restoration it became the Chapel of the Community.  Other works were done for the house for hygiene and comfort,  reducing the size of the garden.

Finally here is the last great and meritorious  fatigue of Mother Radini:  In the autumn of 1934, assisted by the Jesuits,, as in other initiatives, and with outstanding religious, she began the missionary  ‘adventure’ of the Ursulines of Mary Immaculate of Piacenza. 

She sent 5 Sisters to India, recommending to them: Fidelity to the Charism, to prayer, mortification and unity in charity.  
The five Pioneers were:  Mother M. Annunciata Rossetti,  superior, Mother M,. Saveria Sabadini, Marie Elena Valsecchi. Maria Margherita Benocci and Maria Assunta Lusardi.

Zealous for God’s Kingdom but not always well advised, even if the ‘advisers’ were influential persons, Mother Radini took the Institute to some negative experiences, like the tentative union with the Ursulines of Parma ( 1920 – 1923), which  ended with the intervention of the Holy See and which sanctioned the independence of the two religious families.

Second was the alienation of the ‘College of the Angels” at Borgo San Donnino (Fidenza) and the investment of the proceeds in a financial operation that later failed.

Mother Radini, even in her febrile activity all aimed at God’s glory and the good of souls,  did not neglect her own sanctification, remains an edifying religious, an eminent one, to whom all of us should refer.  An uncommon Superior to whom the Institute owes perennial gratitude.

It is not for nothing that her contemporaries called her “SECOND FOUNDRESS”

26  Giuseppa Brigida Ignazia Fulcheri    maiden name Giuseppina (1876 –1957)

Born at Mondovì, province of Cuneo in 1876

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1898

Elected the first time on 3rd April 1937

“Your Mother General (Prioress) governs with her knees” Fr. Cavalli,  a Jesuit, used to tell the Ursulines.  He was a witty Jesuit who, along with Fr. Lucheschi had risked his life to come, walking, from Piacenza to Rezzanello where the Sisters were staying during the last years of the 2nd world war (1939 – 1945)

She had been General Procurator under Mother Radini whom she esteemed greatly, followed her in the government with trepidation – perhaps like Mother Confalonieri experienced when succeeding Mother Scotti.

She was very advanced in   virtue and in union with God;  she was deeply a ‘marian’ soul and one who habitually moved in Faith, in the Trinity.  She was, however, attentive to the daily needs and to life in general, animated by the tenacity proper to her native land..

To such a Prioress fell the task of  consolidating the rapid expansion of Mother Radini and to preserve the Institute solid and united, without fear, discouragement, specially during the cosmic uproar cause by the world war.

Therefore, she prayed, made other people pray in absolute fidelity to our Rules and legitimate customs, which she held in high esteem and saw they were observed.

And so, the Institute escaped every disaster and the evangelisation of the young could be continued without interruption.

She often had in hand the  book of the “Consultations” of our Venerable Foundress, and under her and by her inspiration, Mother M. Imelda Bianchedi, continued to compile the history of the Institute and wrote many other things on the Institute and of asceticism.  A few months before the end of her mandate, she celebrated the 3rd centenary of the foundation of the Institute –17th February 1949 -.

Her government saw the civil and political community pass from monarchy to republic (1946) and to democracy, committed to the grave and difficult task of rebirth and rebuilding  of the country after the devastation caused by the war..  Following our tradition and her own personal style, she was generous in giving alms and one would never know how many unfortunate persons she has helped, spiritually and materially.

She had  sent to India, in 1938,  two Sisters, Mother Agata Bompart and Mother M  Adelaide Giuliani.

. 

At the end of the war, our Missionaries were requesting  help and invited the Prioress to visit them.  Mother Fulcheri sent four Sisters, guided by Mother Stefania Murelli as the superior.  She declined the invitation due to her age.  The 4 Sisters were:  Mothers Stefania Murelli, Tomasina Pecci, Luciana Perotti and M. Giovanna Saveria Alberoni,

Her  writings, precious for spirituality, have not yet been collected and put in order.  Her spirituality invigorates the Institute.

27  Claudia Margherita Scarani   maiden name Paolina (1898 – 1979)

Born at Aguzzano (PC) in 1998

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1828

Was elected the first time on 11th June 1949

She was elected, in spite of her extreme reluctance, to succeed Mother Fulcheri, in the third centenary of the Foundation of the Institute.  Mother Scarani seemed to herald a new epoch  in the ecclesial climate in which the II Vatican Council was maturing (1965 –1967  the last years of her government), but she was faithful to the origins  and at the same time conscious of the climate prevailing in the civil and political community striving to give themselves a new definitive identity.

The same year of the election  of Mother Scarani, actually on the same day – 15th August 1949 – India declared her independence from England and became a sovereign state as a Federal Republic.  Mother Scarani would visit the Indian Mission twice, in 1853 and 1958.

In Italy houses were opened  at Cologna Veneta, St. Andrea, Alte Checcato;  in Sardinia at Alghero and at Borno in Val Camonico (Brescia Province).

Masonry works, internal and external were done wherever needed.  In the Mother – House, the Chapel was enlarged by joining the chapel of St. Soteride to the Church of St. Martin.  The West wing of the building was remade to add one floor to be used for the habitation of the Sisters, the noviciate and making place for the boarding.

At Rapallo, a new Church was built, open to the public and  other works were done for widening halls.

With her encouragement and wishes, in 1966, the Association of Ex Alumnae was born.

The concern of Mother Scarani was to preserve the genuine spirit of the Institute, even if the world was changing;  always under the spiritual direction of the Jesuits.  During her government, the ‘cause’ of the Foundress had passed to the Historical Section for the Cause of the Saints (by decree of Pius XII in 1933). This marked a fundamental progress for the publication of the “Positio Historica super vita et virtutibus” (1964), prepared by the office of Mgr. Giovanni Papa- general rapporteur being Mgr. Amato Frutaz. -

Mother Imelda Bianchedi had been a most precious collaborator in the preparation of the “Positio”  Mother Bianchedi, at the express request of Mother Scarani, made a study of the progress  of the Institute according to our charism.

Her writings, preserved in the Archives, are yet to be catalogued.      

28. Anna Margherita Bianchi, maiden name Ermelinda

Born at Villa Romagnano. Alessandria in 1906

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1928

Was elected the first time in 1967

During the 12 years of her government, she celebrated the special Chapter for the revision and updating of the Rules. During this Chapter it was decided to change the habit.

Requested by the Indian Mission, she visited India 3 times: 1868, 1972 and 1976, favouring unity in fidelity.

There were works of construction done, in the Chapel too in order to adhere  to the new liturgical rules – altar facing the congregation etc.

She had the privilege and the joy of seeing the cause of beatification and canonisation of the Foundress officially introduced,  by a decree and signature of Pope Paul VI, dated 31st May 1971,

Under her, Mother Elisabetta Maria Simoni who was helping Mother Imelda Bianchedi in the work for the ‘Cause’ of the Foundress, was instrumental in forming an Association “Friends of Brigida Morello”.  This was done with the ecclesiastical approval, in the year 1979 – 3rd centenary from the death of the Foundress -. At that time began the publication of the “Foglio of Brigida Morello”, for information and linkage.

29. Mother Maria Stefania Murelli, maiden name Anna

Born at Vigolzone of Piacenza on  23rd May 1914

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1933

Was elected on 14th August 1979

She was elected after having spent 31 years in India.  She was leaving behind a  

flowering  Mission:  of many Sisters and Works, realised with the help of a group of Indian Sisters, among whom we remember Sr. Aloysia Vaz,  Regional Delegate of the Mission first and successively Vicar General (1985).  She also left open problems ??

She returned to visit the Delegation of India  in 1980 and in 1983.

About a year before the expiry of her mandate,, with her general  secretary, Mother Angela Marina Magalini,  she visited Brasil – Paranà State – where the Bishop of Pontagrossa, Mgr. Gerard Micheletto  Pellanda, a Passionist, welcomed her and favoured a new foundation, which eventually became a reality in 1985.

Under her government,  in December 1979, the Civic and ecclesiastical community of Rapallo celebrated the 3rd centenary of the death of the Foundress, Brigida Morello of Jesus,  with religious rites and  exhibitions.

On the 29th of April 1980 the Church recognised the Heroic Virtue of the Foundress and declared her Venerable.  The next September, on the feat of the nativity of Mary, the updated Constitutions were approved.

After 1985, she translated into English the “Life of Venerable Mother Brigida of Jesus”, written by her spiritual Father Antonio Morendo S.J.  At that time she was not the Superior general.

PS.  The second visit of Mother Stefania to the Mission took place a while before the 50th anniversary of the Mission.

The event was solemnised with religious thanksgiving rites, with historical reviews about the life of the Foundress.  The “Foglio of Brigida Morello carried the most significant photos of the event 

30.  Mother Angela Marina Magalini   maiden name Imelda

Born at Cismon del Grappa in 1936

Joined the House of St. Ursula in 1959

Elected the first time on August 14th 1985

She was elected in 1985 which was also the official beginning of the Indian Province.

Mother Aloysia Vaz, one of the Indian Delegate, was elected  as the Vicar General.

To date, 1987, she has already visited India once and twice the new born mission of Brazil, where 5 candidates work with us in the three new centres:  Kindergarten, convent and  Church. 

Her circulars open us to the needs of society, but also lead back to live in silence and austerity our charism with its stress on prayer, sacrifice done out of love. 

The diary ends  in 1987 at this point.  Mother Magaline governed a second term, till 1997

Some writings of the Superior Generals

Dearest Sisters,

                   As I had already mentioned, it is not possible to give you now a choice of the writings of various Mother Generals because the writings have to be either controlled for their authenticity or because they are still to be kept in order.

However, since I don’t want you leave you…..fasting, I thought of sending you the texst of the exhortation  of Mother Dorotea Sofia Landi and the texst of the letter by Mother Scotti, specially the one for the Directress of the boarders, written in June 1860 and re-proposed by Mother Confalonieri to all the Ursulines, probably in June 1900 after the death of Mother Scotti which took place in February of the same year.

This letter was read by us, at Piacenza, on the firsat day of the year 1988. being the firlst Friday of the month.

I am also adding the texst of the circular with which Mother Radini gave the community the official news about the beginning of the Indian Mission.

The texst of this letter, typed and signed is found in the handwritten chronicles composed by Mother Imelda Bianchedi, on page 225 of the IV volume.

From the biography written by the same Mother Imelda:  “Mother Maria Felice Radini Tedeschi”, page 118/120, I quote the recommendations given to the five Pioneers, but which are useful to all of us, Italians, Indians and Brasilians.

I close with the “Souvenirs” to the Missionaries.

Sr. Elisabetta Maria Simoni 

                    Exhortation of Mother Dorotea Sofia Landi, Prioress

                                               From 1746 to 1749

Since I had not obtained from the Lord the grace, so ardently desired,  to be free  of a task  too heavy for my weakness, and much superior to my strength, it remains to me only to pray to Him.  I will do so every day  that He may assist me with His divine grace and see  that our religious community may not, because of my fault, lose the spirit of holiness and of fervour with which, thanks to God, it has maintained itself till today and I hope it will do so in future too.

Even though I know how much virtue each of you possesses, and that you do not need further stimuli to walk in the path of perfection proper to our state, I have felt the need to recommend, on this day of “renovation”, 3 things from which depend perfection, quiet and the good order of any religious family.

The first  is the observance of our Holy Rules.  This is the sure way to become saints and perfect: Many of our Sisters have become holy by this path and we too should become saints in this way. Therefore, let this observance increase and bear fruit and let it have, among other things, two qualities;  let it be universal and persevering,

· -Lei it be universal, observing not only a few, but all our Rules, even the less important, even the minutest even those which seem to us of minor value: all are prescribed by the Lord who exacts from each of us the observance of the same.

· Let it be persevering., never tiring of observing them, but doing so till our death, with exactness, punctuality and minutely as we did during our first days in religion.

Blessed are  we if we act in that way !  What happiness will be ours when we’ll receive the call to enter the next life;  and what will be our reward that our divine Spouse will give us?

The second thing which I propose to recommend, is charity, virtue dearest to Jesus Christ;  recommended by Him above everything else to His followers and without which we will never please Him or be loved by Him.  Let us love each other in the Lord, let us have compassion for each other, help each other. 

This House must be a house of charity, therefore, let us keep far away from it dissentions, envy,  emulations, contentious and bitter words, murmurings,  reporting things heard, and everything that can extinguish or cool in some way this virtue so necessary.  In fact, charity will help  preserve and increase the respect we should have in dealing with each other.  We should also use among us those polite manners, which the world calls ‘politess’ and “ceremonies2, but which, in religious houses, must be called and are the results and fruits of charity.

If we love the Lord, we will also love each other, but, if we do not love one another we will also NOT love the Lord, because love of God cannot stay without  love of  neighbour  and, much less when the neighbour is the person who lives with us and shares our own religious profession.

The third thing to recommend is that each one should strive to do well the task assigned to her.  This will not be difficult if we are persuaded that whatever task is assigned to us, it has been assigned to us by God and that by doing it we serve Him alone, and we do His will.  With such belief, we will accept willingly the ‘offices’ and tasks which may be repugnant;  we will perform them with punctuality, diligence, with joy, saying to ourselves: Take courage, This is what God wants from you, this I too must will and would will always till will please Him”

These are the few things I wanted to recommend to you, on this renovation.  May the Lord be please to make us holy and that, united in this life to glorify, to bless and love Him, we may be united to glorify, bless and love Him in the other life, for all eternity. Amen       

                      Letter –Exhortation of Mother Luigia Stanislaa Scotti

      Prioress from 1844 to 1898,  re-proposed by Mother M. Angiola Confalonieri

                                            Prioress from 1898 to 1908

PRESENTATION OF MOTHER MARIA ANGIOLA COFALONIERI:  “Our holy Mother Scotti invites all her daughters, from heaven, to spend the month of June consecrated to the Sacred  Heart of Jesus, in a holy and fervent way.  In order to do this, she presents to us a magnificent exhortation which, if we put everything in practice, we would spend the month well  to God’s glory and to our good.

EXHORTATION WRITTEN BY DEAR MOTHER SCOTTI TO THE TEACHERS OF THE BOARDERS, IN 1860, AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH OF THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS.

J.M.J.  I desire to animate you, as I can, to spend the month sacred to the Heart of Jesus, in the best possible way;  here I come to suggest a few small things that may be of help.

As a first thing I remind you that the devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, is a short, easy and sweet means to attain perfection  and make rapid strides in the way of virtue.  Besides, in this devotion well practiced and with perseverance, we have a source of graces, remedies for our infirmities, strength in weakness, generosity and courage in fighting temptations, passions,  inclinations and repugnance etc…we get true consolation in our troubles, if, with filial trust we have recourse to this Heart and if we make Him the depositary, the refuge if our bitterness, of our boredom, of all our pains – ordinary and extraordinary – internal or external, physic, moral, in short of all, really all without reservation .

I would like you to take to heart two things this month, namely:  love and imitation And here is how:

· Love:  thinking, speaking and spending time with the loved One.  Procure not only to meditate, but also to recall during the day of the virtues and love of the sweetest Heart of Jesus, so that your thoughts be turned towards this adorable ‘Object’.  Speak to this Heart of your spiritual things:  meditation, communions, visits examinations of conscience etc. etc…making them in union with Him, with the greatest possible fervour and commitment.  Imagine tosee yopur Jesus presenting to you His won Heart;  animate your faith and trust and speak to Him with the confidence of a daughter, and the love of a spouse;  above all in Holy Communion, in your visits;  when you are busy in your daily occupations, now and the, say a few words to that Most Holy Heart, Who has always taken care of you.  During the day, spend time with Him willingly:  therefore make much of the time reserved for prayer, reading, examinations;  what you can do, do it constantly and with real commitment.  Procure to pay visit to the Blessed Sacrament more often to be enriched with graces, to be strengthened, consoled and enlightened.  Be holily eager and industrious in giving to the Sacramental Lord some time….Jesus is so good, so deserving to accept even 3 or 4 minutes, spent before Him with faith, humility and trust.

       -   Imitation: Your commitment should then be to imitate the virtues of the Sweet    

            Heart of Jesus. Specially His humility, sweetness and  simplicity.  Be humble 

            and Jesus will be with you;  do not be worried about your defects and miseries, 

            but, as soon as you are aware of having failed in something, or have failed

             to keep your intentions, humble yourself, make an act of contrition  and offer to 

             to Jesus the virtue opposite to the defect committed which He had practiced;  

             Therefore, the riches of this Heart will supply to your poverty.

Then strive to be courteous, sweet, cpmpliant with all, patient, unchanged in suffering the defects and molestations of others; tranquil ans serene in any adverse thing.

May all your actions, thoughts, and words be directed by simple intentions to God, to God alone.  Aim at God alone in all you do.  Read and meditate what is said of the simplicity of the Heart of Jesus, as given in the booklet I gave you.  You will learn how to practice simplicity in everything and always.  (She had gifted to all the Sisters “The month of the Sacred Heart” by the Jesuit Fr. Gautrelet).

Become familiar with this ejaculation:  “Heart of Jesus, detach me from everything, even from myself;   make me your own, without reservation.  My Jesus, mercy”

The scope of this month should be to make  reparation for the offences done to the Heart of Jesus and to correspond to His infinite love.  Add also  the need to implore  the grace of a true and ardent love towards Him. So that your heart will be wholly His.  

Then ask graces  for  the Church, the Pope, for poor sinners…for the perseverance of the just ones.  Pray much for me  that I may be like the ass which carries useful things to others, yet remains always an ass.

May the Heart of Jesus, in His great mercy, keep all of you and me always united and buried in the furnace of His love:  I want to say: in the wound of His sweetest Heart.

             Circular letter of Mother Maria Felice Francesca Radini Tedeschi

                                               Prioress from 1908 to 1937

                    For the official announcing the opening of the Indian Mission 

A. M. D. G

My dear Mothers and Sisters,

                                                                                                               Rome 9/2/1934

With joy I communicate to you, my dear Mothers and Sisters, the reply which Rev. Father Benjamin Maria Ranzani, Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Calicut,  has given to my official application.

The above said Father, with a letter dated 17/1/34, received on 6th c.m. says:  “…..now that I have been given authority, I am very happy to give my full consent to the Ursuline Mothers who wish to come and work in the Diocese of Calicut….”

After having put some questions to me, he continues:  “…on my part, then, not only do I give my full assent, but I am happy to give it (it is understood that you are prepared to meet the expenses)…”;  and, finally, the letter says:  “I am reading the life of “A soul Spouse of the Crucified Love”, which I savour really much and I am anxiously waiting for the time I can see and bless the presence of the Daughters of so great a Mother.”

This letter, dear Mothers and Sisters has filled me with great consolation, even though it is it not devoid of grave preoccupations.

It is, however, dutiful  that all of you participate and thank the Lord because this is a great grace and a new jewel Jesus weaves in the crown of the Ursulines of Mary Immaculate, by calling us to an apostolate closer to Him.

Rev. Father Modotti S.J., knowing the reply, has sent me an express letter of congratulations;  he says:  “…but, Rev. Mother, I tell you what Jesus said to Peter:  ‘Confirm your daughters’  because the missionaries will need your comfort, your help, your guidance.  And do not forget that all the Works of the Divine Master, need great sacrifices if they are to be fruitful”

Therefore, dear Daughters, I also tell you:  do not be afraid of the difficulties that will arise:  they must arise.  Which is a sure  sign that the Word is of God and has the divine seal.

Dear Daughters, while I announce with spiritual joy this happy news, I exhort you to thank God solemnly for such a great grace and to pray much the Holy Spirit  that He may descend abundantly on the first missionary band, as He did one day on the Apostles, to make them worthy of the great design which the Missionary Jesus has on them and on the Institute.

I wish that in all the Houses, after the recitation of the Rosary, all present, a De Deum be recited in thanksgiving.

Let us continue this thanksgiving during Lent and let this show itself not only in payers, but also in making sacrifices and in greater fervour of observance in order to give glory to God, to obtain pardon for our past infidelities and to obtain generosity  for serving better in future.

Pray much for me, and I bless you.

                                                             Aff.ly Mother M. Felice 

                                                                   Prioress General

                       Recommendations of Mother M. Felice Radni Tedeschi

                             A testimony given by Mother M. Saveria Sabbadini

Recommendations on how to behave so that the good spirit of our holy Institute may not be lost….. 

That was her only fear, her major perplexity…..How much she did and how many  prudent persons she consulted in this regard!  “If I knew, she used to say,  that the genuine spirit of the Institute were to  suffer, or that our Foundress would one day see her missionary daughters degenerate from the primitive fervour, I would pray immediately the Lord to prevent the realisation of our Mission…..
What would it matter to spread, even to do good, if that good were not founded on solid principles?….If that good were to undermine from the foundations the spirit our Foundress left us?….
She insisted  always on this:  “Be attached to our holy Rules;  do not think that by going to the mission land you are dispensed  from observing them;  it would be the greatest of mistakes.

No, dear daughters, this is not what God wants from the daughters of Mother Brigida of Jesus.

In her time, she desired to save the whole world  and to go, if it were possible, to distant lands…

Now, our Mother looks at us, watches over us from Heaven and seems to say to us:  “Dear daughters, yes, I am glad that you go to spread the Good News to the far away India, but remember:  above all to observe our Constitutions, to preserve the spirit of the Institute which I have handed down as inheritance….I know times have changed and they are different from mine…but this does not mean that the great, genuine virtues are changed.  Not at all !”

The recommendations of Mother Radini to the Missionaries, are found, translated in the “life of Mother Radini”.
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